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T_1 . (C)  The  South  African  Government  (SAG)  is  still  waiting 

for  a formal  extradition  request  from  the  Government  of 
Lesotho  (GOL)  for  six  Basotho  men  who  fled  to  South  Africa 
seeking  political  asylum  (reftel),  according  to  Department  of 
Foreign  Affairs  (DFA)  Chief  Director  for  Southern  Africa 
(DAS-level)  Tselane  Mokuena.  The  initial  GOL  extradition 
request  — which  led  to  the  arrest  and  subsequent  granting  of 
bail  to  three  of  the  men  on  August  14  — was  informal  and  not 
legally  binding.  Mokuena  told  PolOff  on  05  September  that 
the  courts  cannot  extradite  the  six  without  a formal  GOL 
request  made  through  proper  diplomatic  channels.  It  is  not 
clear  what  the  court,  which  is  scheduled  to  hear  the  matter 
on  September  17,  will  decide  if  no  formal  request  is  received. 

11.2 . (C)  Mokuena  stressed  that  the  six  men  have  not/not  been 

granted  asylum,  but  have  simply  applied  for  asylum.  Under 
South  African  law,  asylum-seekers  have  the  right  to  remain  in 
the  country  (and  work  and  study  legally)  until  their  claims 
have  been  adjudicated. 

1I_3 . (C)  Asked  about  the  political  dimensions  of  the  case, 

Mokuena  and  her  staff  said  that  ties  between  the  SAG  and  GOL 
are  strong.  She  doubted  that  this  case  would  affect 
bilateral  relations. 

11_4 . (C)  Mokuena  and  her  staff  noted  that  the  Department  of 

Home  Affairs  (DHA)  would  decide  the  asylum  claim,  and  the 
National  Prosecuting  Authority  and  courts  the  extradition 
request.  DFA  would  not  become  actively  involved  since  they 
have  no  formal  role  in  the  proceedings. 
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